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5K people to be allowed for CM event
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai/Tiruppur

TVK has restricted en-
try to 5,000 people for 
Chief  Minister and par-
ty president C Joseph 
Vijay’s election cam-
paign meeting in Dharapuram 
on September 30, citing police 
guidelines and security con-
cerns. The restriction is similar 
to the numbers for the Maduran-

takam campaign last 
week.

According to an an-
nouncement issued by 
TVK general secretary 
(party headquarters) and 
Rural Development and 
Water Resources Minis-

ter N Anand on Tuesday, the 
meeting will be held at Maruthi 
Nagar in Chithravuthanpalayam 
village in Dharapuram taluk of  
Tiruppur around 3 pm. He said 

the meeting has been organised 
exclusively for those who have 
obtained permission in accord-
ance with the guidelines issued 
by the police.  Only those issued 
entry passes carrying QR codes 
will be allowed to attend. Anand 
also said QR-code passes have not 
been issued to pregnant women, 
children, school students, senior 
citizens, persons with disabili-
ties and those who are unwell, 
citing safety concerns. 

TPCC chief Mahesh Kumar Goud on Tuesday credited 
his TN counterpart Manickam Tagore for the success 
the Congress achieved in Telangana. Tagore served 
as the AICC in-charge of Telangana, previously 

TAGORE 
LAUDED

Asra Garg appointed Intel ADGP as 
TN reshuffles 13 senior police officers 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

SENIOR IPS officer Santosh 
Hadimani has been posted as 
DIG/Joint Commissioner of  
Police, Intelligence, Greater 
Chennai Police (GCP), as part 
of  a reshuffle involving 13 sen-
ior police officers ordered by 
the Tamil Nadu Home Depart-
ment on Tuesday. IGP Asra 
Garg has also been given full 
additional charge as ADGP, In-
telligence, Chennai.

According to an order issued 
by Additional Chief  Secretary 
to Government K Manivasan, 
N Devarani, DIG/Deputy Di-

rector, Directorate of  Vigilance 
and Anti-Corruption (DVAC), 
Chennai, will replace Santosh 
Hadimani as DIG, Sa-
lem Range. Additional 
Commissioner of  Po-
lice A G Babu has been 
posted as Commis-
sioner of  Police, Salem 
City, replacing K Joshi 
Nirmal Kumar, who 
has been transferred 
as IGP, Modernisation, 
office of  the DGP.

V Badri Narayanan, 
SP, Anti-Terrorism Squad, 
Coimbatore, has been posted as 
DCP, Adyar, GCP, while A C 
Karthikeyan, DCP, has been 

posted as SP, Tamil Nadu Uni-
formed Services Recruitment 
Board (TNUSRB), Chennai. N 

Mathivanan, SP, NIB-
CID, Chennai, has 
been posted as DCP, 
St Thomas Mount Po-
lice District, replac-
ing VR Srinivasan, 
who has been posted 
as SP, NIB-CID. SP K 
Stalin has been post-
ed as SP, South Zone, 
CB-CID.

P Sundaravadivel, 
DCP, Security, GCP, has been 
transferred as DCP, Estate and 
Welfare, GCP. DCP V Baskaran 
has been posted as DCP, Salem 

City, while DCP Ankit Singh 
has been posted as DCP, Washer-
menpet, GCP. SP R Stalin, who 
was on compulsory wait, has 
been posted as SP, North Zone, 
Economic Offences Wing 
(EOW). In a separate order, the 
Home Department said Asra 
Garg, who will continue as IGP, 
Intelligence, Chennai, has been 
given full additional charge of  
ADGP, Intelligence, Chennai, 
with immediate effect. The or-
der further stated that the post 
of  DGP, Intelligence, Chennai, 
has been downgraded to ADGP 
for the purpose of  this addi-
tional-charge arrangement un-
til further orders.

SC raps TN over fresh ban 
on purse seine net fishing
State told to file reply within 2 weeks on Sept 9 order notifying ban
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi 

THE Supreme Court on Tues-
day warned the Tamil Nadu 
government for “not complying 
with its earlier orders”, stress-
ing that there can be no over-
reach of  its direction and 
sought the state’s response to a 
plea alleging a fresh ban on 
fishing by purse seine nets. 
 A bench of  Justices P S Nar-
asimha and Alok Aradhe called 
the matter serious, as instead 
of  complying with the court’s 
September 2 order, the state 
completely banned purse seine 
fishing. 
 “We have seen the order. It’s 
no breeding season order which 
bans fishing during a specific 
period. We will call your secre-
tary. How can our orders be 
overreached? File your reply 
in two weeks,” the bench 
told the TN counsel. 
 The bench — while hear-
ing the petition filed by 
the NGO ‘Fisherman 
Care’ —said that the 
laws and regulations 
addressing the issue 
of  access to the EEZ 

for fishing using purse seine 
nets and transiting through the 
state’s territorial waters have 
come into force and are 
operating. 

Advocate Jaya Sukin, appear-
ing for TN fishermen, argued 
that immediately after the Sep-
tember 2 order allowing purse 
seine nets with conditions, the 
TN government on September 
9 notified a complete ban. “It’s 
a complete violation of  the 
apex court’s order,” he said.

The plea alleged deliberate 
violation of  the September 2 or-
der despite state officials and 
the Director of  Fisheries being 
part of  the expert committee 
that accepted the report allow-
ing regulated fishing.

On September 2, the top court 
had pulled up TN for an “un-
written ban” by not granting 

access passes for purse 
seine nets in the cen-
tre’s Exclusive Econom-
ic Zones and said the 
Union and state must 

follow cooperative 
federalism.

I t  r u l e d 
that TN can 
b a n  p u r s e 

seine within its territorial wa-
ters up to 12 nautical miles un-
der the Marine Fishing Regula-
tion Act, 1983, but regulation in 
the EEZ from 12 to 200 nautical 
miles is the Centre’s exclusive 
competence under EEZ Rules 
2025.

On August 4, the SC had clar-
ified that purse seine fishing 
will be permitted for TN fisher-
men beyond the state’s territo-
rial waters, provided it is com-
pletely done within the 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
and with the mandatory re-
quired approvals. 

The court had allowed purse 
seine in the EEZ on Mondays 
and Thursdays from 8 am to 6 
pm with VTS tracking, biomet-
ric IDs, valid registrations with 
the fisheries department and 
MPEDA, and directed the state 
to notify the transit channel. It 
had flagged that only 6 passes 
were issued out of  257 applied, 
with 226 applications pending 
with the state.

The top court had recalled its 
interim order of  January 24, 
2023, conditionally allowing 
fishing beyond the state 
waters.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M P A G E  1

JUSTICE R Vijayakumar ob-
served that though the CB-CID 
claimed in the chargesheet that 
Saravanan and Krishnakumari 
met with their son Surjith, the 
first accused, shortly after the al-
leged murder and helped him de-
stroy his clothes and other evi-
dence, there was no eye-witness, 
CCTV footage, photograph, video 
recording or statement of  any in-
dependent witness to the said 
meeting.

The meeting is sought to be es-
tablished solely based on the cir-
cumstance that the mobile 
phones of  the trio were connect-
ed to the same cell tower during 
the relevant period, the judge 
added. Referring to a judgment 
passed by the SC last year, the 
judge observed that tower loca-
tion cannot conclusively estab-
lish that two persons were in 
each other’s company and can 
only serve a limited corrobora-
tive purpose. Similarly, call 

records prove only the fact of  
communication and not its con-
tent. Therefore, instructions al-
leged to have been given by the 
couple to their son are merely in-
ferences drawn by the CB-CID, he 
added. The judge also pointed out 
that even as per the prosecution’s 
own case, Saravanan is said to 
have informed the police con-
cerned that the murder was com-
mitted by his son. This negates 
the prosecution’s allegation that 
Saravanan harboured or shield-
ed his son, he added. With regard 
to the charges made against the 
couple under Sections 3(1)(r), 3(1)
(s) and 3(2)(v) of  the SC/ST (Pre-
vention of  Atrocities) Act, 1989, 
which penalises persons who in-
sult or humiliate an SC/ST indi-
vidual using caste name in pub-
lic view, among others, the judge 
noted that the couple had only 
spoken to the murdered victim 
and his mother over phone sev-
eral years before the incident 
asking for severing of  the rela-
tionship between their daughter 

and the deceased. 
Section 3(2)(v) of  the Act also 

cannot be invoked merely be-
cause the couple knew that the 
deceased belonged to the SC com-
munity, he added and allowed the 
couple’s petitions. The judge, 
however, clarified that the trial 
court should proceed against 
them if  it comes across any evi-
dence during the trial, which dis-
closes their complicity in the 
crime.Justice Vijayakumar, how-
ever, dismissed a similar petition 
filed by Surjith’s cousin K Jaya-
pal on the ground that unlike the 
couple’s case, the prosecution has 
found witnesses and CCTV foot-
age to prove that Surjith met 
Jayapal in his quarry and that 
Jayapal offered him a change of  
clothes. The destroyed evidence 
was also recovered from the quar-
ry, he noted.  Jayapal is also said 
to have contacted the deceased 
both in person and over phone 
within six months before the in-
cident, the judge observed and 
concluded that there is prima 

facie material on record warrant-
ing that Jayapal be put on trial.

No further investigation
The judge also refused to order 
further investigation into the 
case and disposed of  a petition 
filed by the deceased’s mother 
Tamilselvi, seeking such a di-
rection. Tamilselvi had alleged 
bias in the investigation and 
suspected involvement of  more 
persons in her son’s murder. 
However, the judge pointed out 
that she has not identified any 
additional witness, document 
or scientific test warranting 
further investigation.

Thiruma wants TN to appeal
Reacting to the verdict, VCK 
leader Thol Thirumavalavan 
said on X that the HC should 
not have quashed the case 
against the couple before they 
could undergo trial. This would 
set a bad example, he said, urg-
ing the state government to file 
an appeal against the order.

HC bins Kavin mom’s plea seeking further probe

Asra Garg
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